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The birds of Palas, North-West Frontier 

Province, Pakistan 

N. A. RAJA, P. DAVIDSON, N. BEAN, R. DRIJVERS, D. A. SHOWLER AND C. BARKER 


The findings of seven ornithological surveys conducted in Palas, District Kohistan, NWFP, 
Pakistan, between May 1987 and December 1996 are documented. These surveys primarily 
concentrated on locating pheasants, principally the globally threatened WesternTragopan Tragopan 
melanocephalns, for which Palas is believed to support the largest single population in the world. A 
total of 157 species has been recorded in the area, eight of which have restricted-ranges (Stattersfield 
et al. 1998). An annotated checklist of all these species is presented, together with a summary of 
status, abundance and breeding biology, if known. Further notes on the omithologically more 
interesting and significant records are also detailed. 


LOCATION AND ORNITHOLOGICAL 
IMPORTANCE 

Palas is situated immediately to the east of the River 
Indus, adjacent to the town of Pattan in District 
Kohistan, North-West Frontier Province, between 
34°52'E to 35°16'E and 72°52'N to 73°35'N (Figure 1), 
and covers an area of 1,413 km 2 (Rafiq 1994). Lying at 
the western extremity of the Himalayas, it forms part of 
the convergence zone of the Palearctic and Oriental 
zoogeographic regions, and is encompassed within the 
Western Himalayas Endemic Bird Area identified by 
ICBP (1992) in their study of priority areas for the 
conservation of global biodiversity. Palas supports eight 
of the ten restricted-range bird species which occur in 
this Endemic Bird Area (Stattersfield et al. 1998): 
Western Tragopan Tragopan melanocephalus, Brooks’s 
Leaf Warbler Phylloscopns snbviridis, Tytler’s Leaf Warbler 
7? tytleri, White-cheeked lit Aegithalos leucogenys, White- 
throated 'fit A. niveogularis, Kashmir Nuthatch Sin a 
caslvnirensis, Spectacled Finch Callacanthis burtoni and 
Orange Bullfinch Pyrrhula aurantiaca. The two 
exceptions are Himalayan Quail Ophrysia superciliosa 
(which may now be extinct), and Kashmir Flycatcher 
Ficedula subrnbra. In their list of threatened birds of the 
world. Collar et al. (1994) list Western Tragopan as 
Vulnerable, and Tytler’s Leaf Warbler, White-throated 
fit and Orange Bullfinch are all listed as Near- 
threatened. Palas is believed to support the largest 
remaining population ofWesternTragopans in the world 
(Duke 1989, Bean et al. 1994). 


CLIMATE, HABITATS AND 
LAND USE IN PALAS 

Palas experiences a typically temperate climate, with an 
estimated annual precipitation of 900-1,350 mm, falling 
predominantly as snow during the winter months (Khan 
1989 cited in Rafiq 1994). It receives some summer 
rains, lying along the approximate northern limit of the 
influence of the summer monsoon, but is somewhat 
sheltered from this monsoon by the mountains to the 
south. 


The area spans an altitudinal range of approximately 
5 km, from the River Indus at 640 m up to the highest 
peak, Bahader Ser, at 5,151 m, and supports a wide 
variety of habitats. The topography of Palas is 
characterized by deep, steep-sided valleys and 
precipitous slopes.The major river traversing the area is 
the Musha’ga, which extends from the point where it 
enters the Indus for about 75 1cm eastwards to its source. 

In the main valley bottoms and numerous tributary 
valleys there are fast-flowing, boulder-strewn rivers and 
streams. Oak Qi/erao-dominated scrub and woodland 
covers much of the lower slopes up to 1,900 m. This 
gives way to West Himalayan temperate forest above 
2,000 m, comprising a mix of evergreen coniferous and 
deciduous broadleaf trees. The dominant evergreen 
species are Himalayan Cedar Cedrus deodara, Himalayan 
Blue Pine Pinus wallichiana, West Himalayan Silver Fir 
Abies pindrozv, Himalayan Spruce Picea smithiana, and 
the oaks Ouercus baloot and Q. semecarpifolia. A variety 
of deciduous broadleaf species, which predominate on 
the damper substrates, include maples Acer , Walnut 
Juglans regia and the rare elm Ulnuis wallichiana. 

Above 3,000 m subalpine Himalayan Birch Betula 
utilis forests are also found, grading into alpine scrub 
and meadows above 3,300 m. Higher still there are rocky 7 
peaks and ridges, with large areas of permanent snow 
above these. 

The altitudinal range of these distinct vegetative 
zones is affected by aspect. South-facing slopes receive 
greater insolation and lower precipitation, thus 
experiencing warmer, drier conditions than similar 
altitudes with northerly aspects. Consequently habitat 
zones on south-facing slopes are located at relatively 
higher altitudes than on corresponding northern aspects 
(Rafiq 1994). 

The human population of Palas is estimated at 
30,000 (Rafiq 1994). Much of Palas has been subject 
to varying degrees of human impact. Many tree species 
are browsed by livestock, chiefly goats, from spring to 
autumn. The evergreen oak O. baloot , in particular, is 
lopped on a sustainable basis for winter fodder. 
Commercial logging has had a detrimental effect on 
many of the temperate forest compartments, particularly 
the coniferous species. However, this practice has now 
been discontinued. 
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Figure 1. Location of Palas Valley (Indus Kohistan) 
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The subalpine birch forests have suffered some 
damage as a result of timber extraction for the 
construction of summer residences and lopping for 
firewood, and the alpine meadows have sustained 
substantial disturbance from grazing by domestic 
livestock during the summer months. Overgrazing has 
prevented regeneration of herb and shrub layers in some 
of the forest areas. Human-related disturbance has, 
however, created a number of new habitats, including 
agricultural land, grazing pastures and ponds. 

Despite the changes rendered on the various habitats 
by the human population, substantial areas of Palas 
remain in a near primary state, and the region supports 
the largest extant tract of the west Himalayan temperate 
forest biotope in Pakistan. Human disturbance in Palas 
has had considerably less impact than in the 
neighbouring valleys of Jalkot, Kaghan, and particularly 
Allai, which have been heavily deforested. 

HISTORY OF ORNITHOLOGICAL 
WORK IN PALAS 

Many field visits to Palas have been made for the 
purposes of conducting surveys of Western Tragopan 
and other pheasant species, under the auspices of 
BirdLife International and the Himalayan Jungle Project, 
with observations of other species being a secondary 
objective. Records presented here are based on 
observations made between May 1987 and March 1996 
by a number of different ornithologists: Paul Walton and 
Guy Duke, May-June 1987 (Duke and Walton 1988); 
Guy Duke, May-June 1988 (Duke 1989); Jonathan C. 
Eames and Guy Duke, May-June 1989; Nigel Bean, 
Philip Benstead, Dave Showier, Philip Whittington and 
NaeemAshraf Raja, May-June 1994 (Bean et al. 1994); 
Durwyn Liley, Dave Gandy, Guy Thompson, Ainned 
Khan and Abdul Ghafoor, February 1995 (Liley et al. 
1995); Chris Barker, Nigel Bean, Pete Davidson, Raf 
Drijvers, Dave Showier, Ahmed Khan, Mohammad 
Buzurg and Abdul Ghafoor, December 1995-March 
1996 (Barker et al. 1996); Rob Whale and Mohammad 
Aslam Khan, a joint World Pheasant Association/ 
Himalayan Jungle Project survey, December 1996 
(Whale 1997). Additional records have been provided 
by Richard Grimmett who visited Palas in June 1993 
(pers. comm.), and by Guy Duke and Naeem Ashraf 
Raja during the course of numerous field visits between 
1991 and 1995. 


THE HIMALAYAN JUNGLE PROJECT 

The Himalayan Jungle Project (HJP) was established 
in 1991. It aims to safeguard the biodiversity of Palas 
by enabling local communities to tackle the linked causes 
of poverty and incipient natural resource degradation. 
An important component of the Project is to elaborate 
baseline data on biological diversity in Palas, in particular 
on the status and distribution of the threatened Western 
Tragopan and other species of special interest. 


SELECTED ANNOTATED SPECIES 
LIST FOR PALAS 

The following annotated list incorporates the more 
interesting and significant ornithological records from 
Palas, including details of the eight restricted-range 
species. Information on many of these birds in north 
Pakistan is rather scant, and possibly inaccurate, and 
the inclusion of a number of species on this list is based 
on their status and distribution as given by Roberts 
(1991/1992). A full species list for Palas, including notes 
on status, abundance and breeding biology is presented 
in Appendix 1. Taxonomy and nomenclature follow 
Inskipp et al. (1996). 

Bold type indicates a restricted-range species 
(Stattersfield et al. 1998). 

Himalayan Snowcock Tetmogallns himalayensis 
Resident. Recorded in spring fromTiko Ser (1989) and 
Mali Siri Gali (1994), above 4,000 m. In September 
1991, one pair was observed near the Kana Kunari Pass 
at 4,200 m. A flock of six birds was observed at the 
exceptionally low altitude of 2,100 m at Dader III in 
Kuz Palas on 9 January 1996. According to Roberts 
(1991) it has not been recorded below 3,000 m in 
Pakistan and Ali and Ripley (1987) stated that it only 
descends to 2,400 m in severe winters. The observation 
in January 1996 was made immediately prior to a period 
of exceptionally heavy snowfall. 

Western Tragopan Tragopan melanocephalus 
Resident. Based on dawn call counts, the Palas 
population has been tentatively estimated at 325 pairs 
(Bean et al. 1994). During spring surveys, birds have 
been recorded between 2,400 and 3,350 m in conifer- 
dominated temperate forests. In winter, they are known 
to descend to as low as 1,735 m, where they have most 
often been encountered in Qnercits baloot (oak) 
woodland. 

Koklass Pheasant Pucrasia macroloplia 

Resident. Fairly common and widespread. Recorded up 

to 3,350 m in spring, and as low as 1,600 m in winter. 

Himalayan Monal Lophophorus impejanus 
Resident. Fairly common and widespread. Regularly 
recorded between 2,300 and 3,350 m in spring, and 
mainly between 2,000 and 2,500 in winter. Roberts 
(1991) considered this species to be rare in Pakistan. 

Speckled Piculet Picumnus innominatus 
A pair was observed near a nest-hole in a Quercus baloot 
tree between Shared and Bangaha on 22 May 1994. 
One was recorded at 1,900 m near Shuki Ser on 8 
December 1995, and two, possibly a pair, were observed 
nearTokrat between 1,500 and 1,600 m on 11 February 
1996. According to Roberts (1991) this species is a 
rare and local resident in Pakistan. 

Brown-fronted Woodpecker Dendrocopos auriceps 
Recorded on four occasions, all above 1,550 m: two 
above Pichmoru on 19 May 1994, one near Gabir on 9 
February 1995, one nearTokrat on 10 February 1996, 
and one above Haran on 11 February 1996. 
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Crested Kingfisher Megaceryle lugubris 
Only recorded on one occasion, with a single along the 
Musha’ga river at Kuz Paro on 28 February 1996. 
According to Roberts (1991) this species is a rare 
resident in Pakistan. 

White-throated Needletail Hirundapus caudacutiis 
Only recorded on three occasions: five or more over 
Gadar on 27 June 1992, one over Bush on 18 May 1994, 
and at least six near the Malik Siri Gali pass on 30 June 
1994.This species is a scarce summer visitor to Pakistan 
(Roberts 1991). 

Common Wood Pigeon Columba palwnbus 
Status uncertain. First recorded beyond doubt during 
the winter surveys in 1995/1996, when they were found 
to be very common, with flocks of up to 1,500 birds. A 
flock of about 140 pigeons observed near Gabir on 12 
February 1995 were thought to have been this species. 
According to Roberts (1991) this species is a scarce 
resident in Pakistan, which chiefly occurs in northern 
Punjab. 

Speckled Wood Pigeon Columba hodgsonii 
Status uncertain. Apart from two seen at Sar Bek on 14 
June 1989, only encountered during the 1994 spring 
survey, when two or three birds were recorded from each 
of six localities. Roberts (1991) considered this species 
to be a rare seasonal visitor to Pakistan. 

Eurasian Woodcock Scolopa.x rusticola 

Probably a summer visitor or altitudinal migrant. 

Regularly recorded during the spring surveys, and 

presumably on this basis a breeder, but no winter records 

as yet. Usually encountered in ones and twos. Roberts 

(1991) considered this species to be a rare resident in 

Pakistan. 

Lammergeier Gypaetits barbatus 

Resident. More regularly recorded during the winter 
surveys than during those in spring, suggesting some 
immigration may occur in winter. Roberts (1991) gave 
the status of the species in Pakistan as scarce. 

Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus 

Only recorded on two occasions: one female near Karo 
Ser on 25-26 December 1995, and one male in the same 
area on 28 December 1995. According to Roberts 
(1991) the species is a scarce winter visitor to Pakistan. 

Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis 
One male and one female seen near Karo Ser on 25 
December 1995 were probably a pair. The birds were 
heard calling vociferously to each other across a valley, 
and were seen in close proximity to one another, perhaps 
indicating some territoriality. A single was observed near 
Kot on 12 February 1996, and two were seen at Bale 
Banda (near Karo Ser) on 28 and 29 February 1996. 
Roberts (1991) considered this species to be a rare 
winter visitor to Pakistan. 

Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus 

Resident. Uncommon and only recorded during the 
spring surveys of 1989 and 1994, and during the winter 
survey of 1995/1996. One bird above Mukchaki in June 
1994 was seen to take a lizard (an Againa ) and a 


medium-sized bird, during a 15 minute period, and was 
considered to be feeding young. According to Roberts 
(1991) this species is common as a winter visitor in 
Pakistan, but much rarer as a breeder, when it is confined 
to the northern mountains. 

Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos 

Resident. Fairly common, recorded regularly during 
most surveys. Displaying birds were watched above 
Shared in February 1995. Roberts (1991) considered 
this species to be scarce in Pakistan. 

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 
Only recorded on one occasion, a lone individual 
between Ishaq and Batel Bek on 12 January 1996.This 
species is an increasingly scarce winter visitor to Pakistan 
(Roberts 1991), with very few records away from the 
plains and foothills. 

Scaly Thrush Zooxhera dauma 

Only recorded on three occasions: two at Sar Bek on 14 
June 1989, one between Ilo Bek and Paro on 29 June 
1992, and one or two at Belgi on 31 May 1994. Sizeable 
tracts of favoured breeding habitat occur in Palas. 
Roberts (1992) considered this species to be scarce in 
Pakistan, where it is on the westernmost limit of its range. 

Eurasian Blackbird Turdus merula 

Resident. Only recorded from high altitudes. During 

the 1994 spring survey, it was not observed below 3,300 

m. An adult with a juvenile were found in moist 

deciduous forest near Diwan on 15 June 1991. The 

species has a limited range within Pakistan (Roberts 

1991). 

Rufous-bellied Niltava Niltava sundara 
Only recorded on one occasion, when a single male was 
observed between Ilo Bek and Paro on 29 June 1992. 
This is one of the most westerly records for the species. 
According to Roberts (1992) this species is scarce in 
Pakistan. 

White-bellied Redstart Hodgsonius phaenicuroides 
Only two records: one or two males and one female were 
seen between Sherakot and Moru on 26 June 1992, and 
a male was recorded between Moru and Gidar on 27 
June 1992.The latter bird was observed running in the 
open, never far from Viburnum shrubs, and singing from 
the top of a Viburnum clump. These records slightly 
extend the species’s confirmed range (to the north-west) 
in Pakistan, where Roberts (1992) afforded it the status 
scarce. It has been reported from an area still further to 
the north-west, although this requires verification 
(Roberts 1992). 

Kashmir Nuthatch Sitta cashmirensis 
Resident. Uncommon. More regularly encountered 
during the winter surveys than those in spring. A pair 
was observed at a nest-hole in a Cedrus deodara tree on 
a Quercus- covered ridge above Pichmoru on 19 May 
1994, and the male was seen entering with food. 

Wallcreeper Tichodroma muraria 

Only observed during the 1995/1996 winter survey: two 
near Sachoi on 16 December, two between Kuz Paro 
and Shared on 17 December, one at Shared on 18 and 
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19 December, one near Kot on 12 February, and one at 
Kuz Paro on 2 March. These records suggest that this 
species occurs in Palas mainly as a winter visitor. 

EurasianTreecreeper Certhia familiaris 
Status uncertain. Only recorded in spring, in small 
numbers, usually in coniferous forest above 2,600 m, 
where it sometimes occurs sympatrically with the more 
common Bar-tailed Treecreeper Certhia himalayana. A 
pair was seen courtship feeding at Shalko on 1 June 
1994. According to Roberts (1992) this species is a rare 
resident in Pakistan. 

Fire-capped Tit Cephalopyrus flammiceps 
Summer visitor. Only observed during the 1994 spring 
survey, when a total of 13 birds were recorded. One 
pair was seen courtship feeding in Quercus forest above 
Karo Ser on 21 May 1994. This species is scarce in 
Pakistan (Roberts 1992). 

White-cheeked Tit Aegithalos leucogenys 
Resident. Fairly common, generally seen at lower 
altitudes than White-throated Tit, though some overlap 
occurs. Usually encountered in small flocks of up to 
ten birds. A pair was seen carrying nest material at 
Pichmoru on 21 May 1994. Palas lies outside the 
breeding range of White-cheeked Tit as mapped in 
Roberts (1992). 

White-throated Tit Aegithalos niveogularis 
Resident. Uncommon, typically recorded in small flocks 
of up to 20 birds, during both spring and winter surveys. 
Usually encountered between 2,400 and 3,000 m in 
spring, and between 1,750 and 2,200 m in winter. One 
was seen collecting nesting material (domestic chicken 
feathers) at Sartoe on 25 May 1994. Roberts (1992) 
considered this species to be rare and localized in 
Pakistan. 

Northern House Martin Delichon nrbical Asian House 
Martin Delichon dasypus 

Summer visitor. House martins of one, or both, of these 
species have been seen, possibly even in mixed flocks. 
However, difficulties in separating them in the field have 
made the status of each unclear. Both species could 
breed (Roberts 1992). 

Goldcrest Regains regains 

Resident. Regularly encountered on most surveys, 
usually above 2,000 m. One was seen carrying nest 
material at Bush on 18 May 1994. According to Roberts 
(1992) it is scarce in Pakistan. 

Brooks’s Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus subviridis 
Summer visitor. Locally fairly common, typically 
encountered at higher altitudes in temperate coniferous 
forest. This species’s breeding range is largely confined 
to Pakistan (Roberts 1992). 

Large-billed Leaf Warbler Phylloscopns magnirostris 
Summer visitor. Locally common, typically found in 
scrub and woodland along nullahs (gullies and small 
stream valleys). Roberts (1992) considered the species 
to be scarce in Pakistan. 


Tytler’s LeafWarbler Phylloscopus tytleri 
Summer visitor, presumably breeding. Locally common, 
typically occurring in fir, Abies pindrow and the birch 
Betala atilis forest near the tree-line. Generally scarce in 
Pakistan (Roberts 1992). 

Green Shrike Babbler Pternthius xanthochlorus 
Status uncertain. Only recorded in winter; the first 
record was on 23 February 1995 in mature Quercus 
woodland at 1,900 m in Shared nullah. During the 1995/ 
1996 winter survey, recorded on six occasions: three 
together near Shuki Ser on 18 December in Quercus 
baloot woodland at 1,700 m, at least one more bird later 
that day at the same locality in mixed coniferous 
woodland at 1,800 m, two near Karo Ser on 28 
December in Quercus baloot/Cedrus deodara woodland 
at 2,000 m, one at Dader III on 8 January in heavily 
disturbed, mixed coniferous/Oi«?ra« baloot woodland, 
with extensive cleared areas, two in the same area on 9 
January, and two nearTokrat at 2,100 m on 9 February. 
These records extend the western limit of this species’s 
known range. Roberts (1992) considered it to be rare 
in Pakistan, listing just one tiny resident population in 
the Neelum valley, Azad Kashmir. 

Altai Accentor Prunella himalayana 
The only record concerns a flock of at least 40 feeding 
in fields around Haran (1,400 m) on 12 February 1995. 
This species mainly occurs as an uncommon winter 
visitor in Pakistan, although it may occasionally breed 
(Roberts 1992). 

Red Avadavat Amandava amandava 
Only recorded on one occasion, when a small flock was 
observed feeding in ripe maize near Sharial on 18 
September 1991. According to Roberts (1992) this 
species has not previously been recorded in the 
mountains of northern Pakistan. 

Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 

Only recorded twice: a flock of 12 feeding in an open 
grassy area on the Palas side of the Indus near Pattan 
on 8 February 1995, and a single near Kot on 15 January 
1996. Nearby, in Pattan, it was recorded on several dates 
during the 1995/1996 survey. This species only occurs 
as a winter visitor in Pakistan (Roberts 1992), primarily 
to Baluchistan, with very few records from the northern 
mountains. 

Plain Mountain Finch Leucosticte nemoricola 

Resident. Common in alpine pastures during the spring 
and summer, descending in winter to open slopes and 
cultivated areas, often around habitation. A flock of 40 
birds was observed at the very low altitude of 750 m 
near Kot on 15 January 1996, just prior to a period of 
exceptionally heavy snowfall. Roberts (1992) gave 1,500 
m as the lowest altitude from which the species has been 
recorded in Pakistan. 

Spectacled Finch Callacanthis burtoni 

Resident. Fairly common, but local, in coniferous forests. 
Usually encountered near the tree-line, but also 
occurring somewhat lower down in Cedrus deodara forest 
in winter. Often found in flocks, with a spring maximum 
of at least 15 at Shalko on 1 June 1994 and a winter 



82 


N. A. RAJA ei al. 


Forktail 15 (1999) 


maximum of 41 in the Kabkot nullah on 16 February 
1995. Of three pairs seen at Bush on 18 May 1994, one 
was observed carrying nesting material, and another was 
accompanied by a begging juvenile. A juvenile bird was 
seen at Shalko on 1 June 1994, and a male was seen 
feeding two juveniles above Pulbela on 21 June 1994. 
Roberts (1992) considered this species to be widespread 
but scarce. 

Pink-browed Rosefinch Carpodacus rodochrous 
Resident. Recorded regularly, usually between 2,200 and 
2,750 m in spring, and down to 820 m in winter. Roberts 
(1992) considered it to be scarce in Pakistan. 

White-browed Rosefinch Carpodacus thura 
Only recorded during the winter of 1995/1996, when 
all records were from the Batel Bek area: a flock of ten, 
including four adult males, on 13 January, and four on 
14 January. A female rosefinch at Dader III on 9 January 
was also probably of this species. According to Roberts 
(1992) this species is a scarce resident in Pakistan. 

Orange Bullfinch Pyrrhula aurantiaca 
Resident. Uncommon. In spring, recorded in pairs and 
small flocks, the largest being a group of at least 15 
observed feeding on Salix seeds above Sartoe on 26 May 
1994. In May and June 1994, recorded across an 
altitudinal range of 2,400 to 3,000 m. In winter, recorded 
on six occasions, from as low as 1,550 m, and with a 
maximum of 11 birds, in a single flock, at 2,050 m near 
Batel Bek on 14 January 1996. Roberts (1992) 
considered this species to be scarce in Pakistan. 
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APPENDIX 


Species 

Status 

Abundance 

Breeding evidence 

Himalayan Snowcock Tetraogallus himaJayensis 

R 

U/LC 


Chukar Alectoris chukar 

R 

C 


Western Tragopan Tragopan nielanocephalus 

R 

U/LC 


Koklass Pheasant Pucrasia macrolopha 

R 

C 


Himalayan Monal Lophophorus impejanus 

R 

C 


Mallard Anas plcityrhynchos 

PWV/PM 

Ra 


Common Teal Anas crecca 

PM 

u/s 


Eurasian Wryneck Jynx torquilla 

SV 

u/s 


Speckled Piculet Picumnus innominatus 

R 

u/s 


Brown-fronted Woodpecker Dendrocopos anriceps 

R 

u/s 


Himalayan Woodpecker Dendrocopos himalayensis 

R 

c 


Scaly-bellied Woodpecker Picus sqnamains 

R 

c 


Common Hoopoe JJpupa epops 

SV 

FC 


European Roller Coracias garrulus 

SV 

u 


Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis 

?sv 

s 


Crested Kingfisher Megaceryle higubris 

PR/AM 

Ra 


Eurasian Cuckoo Cucnlns canorus 

SV 

C 


Oriental Cuckoo Cucnlns saturatus 

SV 

FC 


Lesser Cuckoo Cucnlns poJiocephahis 

SV 

FC 


Slaty-headed Parakeet Psittactda himalayana 

SV/PR 

FC 


White-throated Needletail Hiritndapus caudacntus 

SV 

U/S 


Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba 

SV 

c 


Common Swift Apus apus 

SV 

c 


House Swift Apus affinis 

SV 

c 


Eurasian Scops Owl Otus scops 

SV 

PS 


Tawny Owl Strix aluco 

R 

FC 


Collared Ow let Glaucidium brodiei 

R 

U/S 


Snow Pigeon Cohimba leuconota 

PR 

LC 


Common Wood Pigeon Cohimba palumbus 

?R/\W 

LC/I 


Speckled Wood Pigeon Columba hodgsonii 

PR 

S 


Oriental Turtle Dove Streptopelia orientaJis 

SV 

C 


Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinensis 

PSV 

U 


Eurasian Woodcock Scolopax rnsticola 

SV 

FC 


Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleitcos 

SV 

U 


Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 

ov 

Ra 


Lammergeier Gypaetus barbatns 

R 

U/FC 


Himalayan Griffon Gyps himalayensis 

R 

VC 


Eurasian Griffon Gyps fulvus 

N 

Ra 


Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus 

PWV 

S 


Shiicra Accipiter badius 

SV/PR 

FC 


Eurasian Sparrow t haw ; k Accipiter nisus 

R 

FC 


Northern Goshawk Accipiter gent ills 

WV/PR 

Ra 


Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus 

R 

U/S 

CF - June 1 994 

Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos 

R 

FC 


Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus 

SV 

FC 


Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 

SV 

FC 


Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 

WV 

PRa 


Long-tailed Shrike Lanins schach 

SV 

U 


Black-headed Jay Garrulus lanceolatus 

R 

c 

FY - 22 June 1989 

Yellow-billed Blue Magpie Urocissa flavirostris 

PR 

u 


Spotted Nutcracker Nucifraga caryocatactes 

R 

FC 


Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax 

PR 

S 


Yellow-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax gracuhis 

R 

FC 


L^rge-billed Crow' Corvus macrorhynchos 

R 

VC 

N- 18 June 1989 

Common Raven Corvus corax 

POV 

PRa 


Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriohis 

SV 

FC 


Long-tailed Minivet Pericrocotus ethologus 

SV 

FC 

FY - 18 July 1992 

Ashy Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus 

SV 

FC 


Asian Paradise-flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi 

SV 

FC 
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Brown Dipper Cinchts pallasii 

R 

c 

FY - May 

Blue-capped Rock Thrush Monticola cinclorhynchus 

SV 

FC 

NM - 20 May 1994 

Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius 

sv 

U 


Blue Whistling Thrush Myophomis caeruleiis 

R 

C 

NM - May 1994, 

CF - June 1994 

Scaly Thrush Zoothera dawna 

?sv 

S 


Eurasian Blackbird Turdus merula 

R 

U 

FY -15 June 1991 

Chestnut Thrush Turdus rubrocanus 

R 

c 

NM - 27 May 1994, 

CF - 14 June 1989 

Dark-throated Thrush Turdus ruficollis 

WV 

u 


MistleThrush Turdus viscivorus 

R/SV 

U/FC 


Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 

SV 

Ra 


Dark-sided Flycatcher Muscicapa sibirica 

SV 

C 


Rusty-tailed Flycatcher Muscicapa ruficauda 

SV 

FC 

FY - 11 + 18 July 1992 

Ultramarine Flycatcher Ficedula superciliaris 

SV 

C 


Slaty-blue Flycatcher Ficedula tricolor 

SV 

C 


Verditer Flycatcher Eumyias tlialassina 

SV 

S 


Rufous-bellied Niltava Nihava sundara 

?R 

Ra 


Grey-headed Canary Flycatcher Culicicapa ceylonensis 

SV 

FC 


White-tailed Rubythroat Luscinia pectoralis 

SV 

U 


Indian Blue Robin Luscinia brunnea 

SV 

C 

NM - 21 May 1994, 

CF - 19 June 1994 

Orange-flanked Bush Robin Tarsiger cyamirus 

SV 

FC 


Rufous-backed Redstart Plwenicunts erythronota 

WV 

Ra 


Blue-capped Redstart Phoenicians coeruleocephalus 

SV 

FC 

CF - 18 May 1994 

Blue-fronted Redstart Phoenicians frontalis 

sv 

U 


White-capped Water Redstart Chaimarrornis leucocephalus 

R 

C 

N- 11 June 1989, 

FY - 12 June 1994 

Plumbeous Water Redstart Rhyacornis fuliginosus 

R 

C 


White-bellied Redstart Hodgsonius phaenicuroides 

SV 

S 


Little Forktail Enicurus scouleri 

R 

FC 


Spotted Forktail Enicurus maculatus 

R 

S 


Common Stonechat Saxicola torquata 

SV 

C 

N - 31 May 1994, 

FY - 14 June 1994 

Grey Bushchat Saxicola ferrea 

sv 

FC 


Brahminy Starling Sturnus pagodarum 

sv 

Ra 


Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris 

WV 

Ra 


Kashmir Nuthatch Sitta cashmirejisis 

R 

U 

N + CF - 16 May 1994 

White-cheeked Nuthatch Sitta leucopsis 

R 

FC 


Wallcreeper Tichodroma niuraria 

?wv 

S 


Eurasian Treecreeper Certhia familiaris 

?R 

Ra 


Bar-tmled Treecreeper Certhia himalayana 

R 

FC 

N - 18 May + 13 June 

1994; FY - 9 June 1989 

Winter Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 

R 

C 


Fire-capped Tit Cephalopyrus flammiceps 

SV 

S 


Rufous-naped Tit Pams rufonuchalis 

R 

C 

NM - 8 May 1994 

Spot-winged Tit Pants melanolophus 

R 

C 

N - May 1994 

Great Tit Pants major 

R 

FC 

CF - 2 June 1994 

Green-backed Tit Pants nwmicolus 

R 

FC 


White-cheeked Tit Aegithalos leucogenys 

R 

FC 

NM - 21 May 1994 

Black-throated Tit Aegithalos concinnus 

?WV 

LC 


White-throated Tit Aegithalos niveogularis 

R 

U 

NM - 25 May 1994 

Pale Martin Riparia diluta 

SV 

U 


Eurasian Crag Martin Hirundo rupestris 

SV 

FC 

N - 16 May 1994 

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 

SV 

Ra 


Red-rumped Swallow Hirundo daurica 

SV 

FC 


Northern/Asian House Martin Delichon urbica/dasypus 

SV 

C 


Goldcrest Regitlus regains 

R 

FC 

NM - 18 May 1994 

Himalayan Bulbul Pycnonotus leucogenys 

R 

FC 


Black Bulbul Hypsipetes leucocephalus 

R 

FC 


Striated Prinia Prinia criniger 

?R 

Ra 
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Oriental White-eye Zosterops palpebrosus 

SV 

s 


Brownish-flanked Bush Warbler Cettia fortipes 

SV 

c 


Tickell’s Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus affinis 

SV 

s 


Lemon-rumped Warbler Phylloscopus chloronotus 

R 

FC 

CF - 21 June 1994 

Brooks’s Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus snbviridis 

SV 

LFC 


Hume’s Warbler Phylloscopus hwnei 

SV 

LC 


Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trocliiloides 

SV 

FC 


Large-billed Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus magnirostris 

SV 

LC 


Tytler’s Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus tytleri 

SV 

LC 


Western Crowded Warbler Phylloscopus occipitalis 

SV 

C 

CF-May 1994 

Grey-hooded Warbler Seicercus xanthoschistos 

R 

C 

CF - 12 June 1994 

Streaked Laughingthrush Garrulax lineatus 

R 

C 


Variegated Laughingthrush Garrulax variegatus 

R 

FC 

NM - 13 June 1989 
+ 31 May 1994 

Green Shrike Babbler Pteruthius xamhochlorus 

?R 

Ra 


Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca 

SV 

LC 


Oriental Skylark Alauda gulgula 

SV 

S 


House Sparrow Passer domesticus 

PPM 

S 


Russet Sparrow Passer rutilans 

?sv 

FC 


White Wagtail Motacilla alba 

SV 

LFC 

FY - 16 June 1994, 

CF - 12 June 1994 

Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola 

SV 

LFC 

FY - 18 June 1994 

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 

SV 

C 

FY - 20 June 1994 

Tree Pipit A minis trivialis 

SV 

Ra 


Rosy Pipit Anthus roseatus 

SV 

C 

N - 21 June 1994 

Alpine Accentor Prunella collaris 

PR/WV 

U 


Altai Accentor Prunella himalayana 

WV 

S 


Rufous-breasted Accentor Prunella strophiata 

SV 

LC 


Black-throated Accentor Prunella atrogularis 

WV 

S 


Red Avadavat Amandava amandava 

OV 

Ra 


Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura punctulata 

OV 

Ra 


Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 

WV 

S 


Fire-fronted Serin Serinus pusilhis 

WV 

U 


Yellow-breasted Greenfinch Carduelis spin aides 

PR/SV 

U 


European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 

OV 

S 


Plain Mountain Finch Leucosticte nemoricola 

R 

C 


Spectacled Finch Callacanthis bnrtoni 

R 

LFC 


Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus 

SV 

FC 


Pink-browed Rosefinch Carpodacus rodochrous 

R 

FC 


White-browed Rosefinch Carpodacus thura 

WV 

S 


Orange Bullfinch Pyrrhnla aaraiitiaca 

R 

U 


Black-and-yellow Grosbeak Mycerobas icterioides 

R 

LC 


White-winged Grosbeak Mycerobas carnipes 

PR 

S/Ra 


Rock Bunting Emberiza cia 

R 

C 

N- 12 June 1989 

White-capped Bunting Emberiza steward 

SV 

FC 

FY - 25 May 1994, 

NM - 20 May 1994 


Bold type denotes a restricted-range species 

Status: OV = occasional visitor (the status of the species remains poorly understood owing to the lack of marked 
seasonality and paucity of records); PM = passage migrant; R = resident; SV = summer visitor; WV = winter visitor; 

? = status uncertain, but most likely to be as indicated. 

Abundance: C = common; FC = fairly common; I = irruptive; LC = Locally common; LFC = locally fairly common. 
Ra = rare; S = Scarce; U = uncommon 

Breeding evidence: CF = observed carrying food; FY = observed with fledged young; N = nest found; NM = observed 
carrying nest material 
















































